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Docia A. Conley Corporation was one of Chatsworth’s 

successful icons from 1915 -1979, located at 21032 

Devonshire.  

Known to most of us as The Paradise Gift Shop, it 

also had a Tea Room.  

It has been said that The Paradise Tea Room was 

always a favorite destination to “motor” out to for a 

Sunday drive. 

The family owned business, started by Docia and 

George Conley, combined a tea room garden setting 

surrounded by a variety of plants, trees and exotic 

birds. 



Docia Conley, Kadota Figs, Paradise Gift Shoppe

11/16/2021 Docia Conley, Kadota Figs, Paradise Gift Shoppe 3

Note: The Docia A. Conley logo is based on the Bird of Paradise from New Guinea, 

an island nation north of Australia, almost twice as large as California.
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Topics to be covered

• 1924 – Real Estate subdivider William George Loomis creates the Kadota Fig 

Farms in Chatsworth

• 1924 - WG Loomis plants 148 acres of figs at Devonshire and DeSoto

• Background on WG Loomis and other Fig Acreage in California

• 1926 – Docia and George Conley buy a 2 acre fig farm in Chatsworth

• Docia Conley has been processing/canning fruit since 1908

• In 1915 Conley & Conley is incorporated, and a fruit preserving plant is built 

in Highland Park on Pasadena Ave.

• In 1926 they build The Paradise Tea Room and Gift Shoppe, and a 

processing plant on their 2 acre fig farm.

• 20’s and 30’s events, including hosting visitors at the 1932 Summer Olympics

• Private Labels for Roy Rogers, Major Dept Stores…

• In 1979 the Paradise Gift shop closes and the land is developed.
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The Kadota Fig Farm Story
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WG Loomis Kadota Fig Farms at Chatsworth

• March 1924 – An Acre of Figs for $1,500

• The trees are all set out and in bud and will 

have figs on them this year.

• The price includes care for two years.

• Luncheon will be served next Sunday at Kadota

Fig Farms at Chatsworth

• See the model acre, showing how you can raise 

chickens, strawberries and vegetables between 

the fig trees to get an income from the start

1924-03-12 An Acre of Figs 

Los Angeles Daily News



11/16/2021 Docia Conley, Kadota Figs, Paradise Gift Shoppe 7

WG Loomis Backstory

• In 1908, William George Loomis, salesman, at the age of 

37, marries Brownie Housel in Milwaukee.

• They move to San Francisco in 1910, then San Mateo in 

1920.

• In 1910 his California Timber Land Co. purchases 3,200 

acres near Redlands.  The entire tract is set out in 

eucalyptus trees, after which the land will be sold in 5, 10 

and 20 acre tracts. (1909-05-27 Los Angeles Express) 

• Also in July 1910, Loomis’ Liberty Oil Company is drilling 

for oil in Santa Paula.  This is 4 months after the March 

1910 Lakeview #1 gusher southwest of Bakersfield, 

owned by Julius Fried of Chatsworth Sept 2020 Smoke 

Signal (note: Julius Fried is the president of the LA Fig Canning 

Company in Chatsworth in 1928)

1910-07-07 Oakland_Tribune

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/CHS%20Newsletters/Smoke%20Signal%202020-09.pdf
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WG Loomis Backstory – Selling Fig Acreage

• In 1919, Loomis is operating as “California Fig 

Gardens” in Stockton, south of Sacramento

• By 1921 he is selling “Clarkadota Fig 

Plantations” in Stockton.

• Three years later, in 1924, he is selling Kadota

Fig Farms at Paradise Nook in Chatsworth, 

with 148 acres in planted figs on Devonshire 

and DeSoto

• Three years later, in 1927, he is selling 800 

acres of planted Kadota figs at Paradise 

Square in Simi Valley on Tapo north of Cochran

• Three years later, in the 1930 census at the age 

of 59, he is living in the Hollywood Hills. 1921-05-01 Stockton 

Daily Evening Record

A Note on Kadota figs: 

they are planted from cuttings, 

and can be producing figs in 2 to 3 years.
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WG Loomis – Selling Fig Acreage in Chatsworth

1925-02-08 Paradise Nook Chatsworth Kadota Figs LA Times
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Tract Map of the Chatsworth Kadota Fig Farms

1924-02-19 Van Nuys News 

• Tract No. 7754 

was approved by 

the City Council 

in Feb 1924

• 148 acres, 

bordered by 

Germain on the 

north, Oklahoma 

on the east, 

Lemarsh on the 

South, 

Eton/Milwood/ 

San Jose/Variel

on the West

Devonshire

D
e
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o

to
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WG Loomis – Selling Fig Acreage in Simi Valley

1927-06-09 Two views of Paradise Square Simi Valley LA Daily News
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WG Loomis – Selling Fig Acreage in Simi Valley

Dec 1926 Tract Map from 

Simi Valley Historical Society 

Facebook

• Loomis purchased several hundred acres on both 

sides of Tapo St. and planted them with figs.

• The land was priced at $2,800 per acre, an enormous 

amount at that time.

• To sweeten the deal, buyers were to have a share in a 

producing oil well at Tapo and Alamo, plus participate 

in the profits of raising young squabs, a popular menu 

item of that time.

(Source: 1997 Simi Valley Journey Through Time) 
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WG Loomis – Selling Fig Acreage in Simi Valley

Oct 1928 ucsb

aerial
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WG Loomis – Selling Fig Acreage Simi Valley

1927-06-07 

LA Daily News

• The Santa Susana 

(in Simi Valley) 

Kadota Fig Farms 

were at Paradise 

Square

• The Chatsworth 

Kadota Lots were at 

Paradise Nook.  

The article clip far 

right tells how the 

Chatsworth figs 

were planted in the 

Spring of 1924.
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WG Loomis – Selling Fig Acreage Simi Valley

The Street 

signs in 

2021…
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WG Loomis – Selling Fig Acreage Simi Valley

'Simi Squab' salt & pepper 

shakers! 

Holding a Recipe card for 

Simi Squabs…

Buyers of Simi Kadota Fig 

Farm lots participated in 

the profits of raising young 

squabs, a popular menu 

item of that time.

(Source: Simi Valley 

Historical Society Facebook)



The 

Docia A. Conley

Story
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Map of the Chatsworth Kadota Fig Farms

2020 GoogleEarth aerial

• Tract No. 7754 was 

approved by the City 

Council in Feb 1924, 

outlined in yellow

• 148 acres, bordered by 

Germain on the north, 

Oklahoma on the east, 

Lemarsh on the South, 

Eton/Milwood/ San 

Jose/Variel on the West

• Notice Chatsworth High 

School lower right
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Map of the Chatsworth Kadota Fig Farms

1928 ucsbaerial overlay 

on 2020 GoogleEarth

• Tract No. 7754 was approved by 

the City Council in Feb 1924, 

outlined in Yellow

• 148 acres, bordered by Germain 

on the north, Oklahoma on the 

east, Lemarsh on the South, 

Eton/Milwood/ San Jose/Variel on 

the West

• Docia Conley Paradise Gift 

Shoppe circled in Red. Notice it 

is on the south side of Devonshire
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Tract Map of the Docia Conley Two Acre Fig Farm

• In 1926, Docia and George 

Conley bought a 2 acre fig 

farm, Lots 67, 68, 69 and 70.

• In 1926, Lots 69 and 70 

became the Paradise 

Nook/Gift Shoppe/Fig 

Cannery, 21032 Devonshire.  

And Lots 67 and 68 were a 

one acre fig orchard.

• Lots 69 and 70 today are the 

Devonshire Center.

• Lots 67 and 68 today are the 

Chatsworth Library.

Partial View of 1924 Tract Map 7754 Kadota Fig Farms

Docia and George Conley 2 acres highlighted in Red
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1979 Demolition Permit 21032 Devonshire

• The map to the right shows the 

building layout of Lots 69 and 70.

• A one acre parcel.

• The building on the left was the 

21032 Paradise Shoppe (and Tea 

Room), with the Fig Cannery in 

back.  The Gift Shop was in front, 

then Packaging and Decorating 

in the middle.

• The house on the right had an 

attached garage.

• There was a guest house, 

bathrooms, and shed in back.
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Paradise Gift Shoppe and Fig Cannery today

Lots 69 and 70 today 

are the one acre 

Devonshire Center, 

with  the same 

address, 21032 

Devonshire.
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1926 Photo of the Chatsworth Kadota Fig Farms

• Leonard Chenard donated the above wide-angle photo of the Chatsworth Kadota Fig 

Farms to Virginia Watson in 1979.

• It is unique in that the wide angle distorts Devonshire street as “curved”, even though 

we know it is straight.

• On closer inspection, it is a view north of Devonshire, even though we also know that 

the Docia A. Conley Paradise Nook was south of Devonshire.

• Stoney Point is circled in red.
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1926 Photo of the Chatsworth Kadota Fig Farms

• A closer looks show two buildings north of Devonshire, and a Docia A. Conley 

sign.

• We know that the Conleys purchased 2 acres in 1926.  Lots 67-70, 1.88 acres 

of Tract 7754.  But those two acres were south of Devonshire.

• Stoney Point is still circled in red.
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1926 Photo of the Chatsworth Kadota Fig Farms

• Our conclusion is that the Conley’s took this picture as they built their Gift Shop/Tea Room 

and Cannery in 1926.  

• The photo was taken from the roof of their new building, on the south side of Devonshire.  

The buildings on the north of Devonshire were from the Loomis promotional efforts, and 

were soon dismantled as we will see.

• Notice the curved driveway south of Devonshire that became their entrance.
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Map of the Chatsworth Kadota Fig Farms

1928 ucsbaerial overlay on 2020 

GoogleEarth

Above: 148 acre Kadota Fig Farms

Left: Docia Conley buildings (in 

red), and the 1926 buildings on the 

north are gone. (in blue)
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1928 Map of the Docia A. Conley

1928 ucsbaerial

• A closer aerial look at Paradise 

Nook in 1928.

• House and garage on the left in 

blue, second house dark blue

• Gift Shop/Tea Room in yellow

• gardens in green

• Cannery in Black

• The one acre of figs to the left 

is now the Chatsworth Library.
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1926 Photo of the Chatsworth Kadota Fig Farms

• A closer view shows fig orchards north of Devonshire as far as the eye can see, 

confirming the previously discussed 148 acre parcel map of the Kadota Fig Farms.
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1926 Photo of the Chatsworth Kadota Fig Farms

• closer again “Docia A Conley Co, Sweet Spiced Figs, Delicious California Sweet Spiced 

and Candied Fruits”

• An August 1925 newspaper article discusses a meeting at the Kadota Fig Farms 

Community Hall (probably the building on the left, that was removed before 1928)
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The Docia A. Conley Story

The early beginnings of the Docia Conley story were captured in the 

following excerpt from a 1930 LA Times article as follows:

“In 1908 Mr. and Mrs. Conley (ages 34 and 32) were 

spending a summer on a ranch up in Bouquet Canyon. Mrs. Conley 

observed the qualities of fruits on the ranch as well as the 

gooseberries, manzanita berries and elderberries of the mountains 

that were going to waste.  

Now Mrs. Conley had been taught all her life that food should not be 

allowed to go to waste, so she began to preserve fruit.  After filling all 

the available jars, there was still fruit going to waste, so she offered 

to preserve for the neighbors if they would furnish the jars and the 

sugar.  At the end of the summer everyone was happy and the fruit 

had been saved.”
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“The Conleys returned to Los Angeles with more fruit than they could possibly use and 

decided to sell some of the preserves.  This led to requests for more and they returned 

the following summer to preserve fruits on the mountain ranch. 

In a short time they were supplying preserves to tourist hotels where something “different” 

was in demand.  In the meantime Mrs. Conley was experimenting with the fruit to find the 

best methods to retain flavor, color and freshness and acquiring knowledge about the 

fruits.”

The Docia A. Conley Story
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• 1876 - Docia Ann Biddison is born and raised 

in Ohio.

• In 1907, Docia (31) marries George Conley 

(34), and they live in Los Angeles.

• On October 10, 1911, California became the 
sixth state where women could vote equally 
with men, nine years before the 19th 
Amendment enfranchised women nationally 
in 1920.

• In the 1914 Voter Registration, George and 

Docia have a preserving business.

The Docia A. Conley Story
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Docia Conley was first mentioned in 

newspapers in 1915, announcing the 

incorporation of Conley and Conley.

1915-03-21 LATimes

The Docia A. Conley Story
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This donated Docia A. Conley 

Stock Certificate displays the 

March 20, 1915 Corporate Seal of 

Conley & Conley Company, Inc.

The Docia A. Conley Story
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Two months later, May 1915, the Highland Park Herald sub-headline reads: 

“Conley and Conley start Fruit Preserving Factory at 5924 Pasadena Ave”

The Docia A. Conley Story
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• In October 1915, Docia Conley is a member of 

the Business Womens Civic Club, meeting in 

the Public Library.

• The article mentions that in two weeks Docia

and her sister will host a dinner at 5954 

Pasadena Ave., (next to their new fruit 

preserving factory at 5924 Pasadena Ave. in 

Highland Park).

1915-10-15 Los Angeles Express

The Docia A. Conley Story
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• Docia is active in the community as a 

professional Business Women.

• In 1921 Docia Conley helps organize a 

fundraising drive for the Y.W.C.A.

1921-05-25 Los Angeles Record

The Docia A. Conley Story
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The Docia A. Conley Story

• A 1921 article in “The Independent Woman” magazine 

tells a similar story of Docia Conley’s determination and 

business sense as she grew the business from a four 

burner gas range in her home, to an eleven by 20 foot 

work room with five gas plates installed.

• All of a sudden, she received an order from a large 

retail grocery firm for 23,000 glasses of jelly.

• As fast as she could make the money, the Highland 

Park factory was enlarged until at last she could handle 

a growing business from the East Coast.

May 1921 The Independent

Woman magazine
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• In 1922, The California Federation of 

Business and Professional Women’s 

Clubs names Docia A. Conley as a Board 

Member

1922-02-26 The Hanford CA Sentinel

The Docia A. Conley Story
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In 1924, Docia A. Conley

is advertising

Sweet Spiced Fruits 

in Highland Park

1924-04-29 The Highland Park Herald

The Docia A. Conley Story



Docia A. Conley

Moves to Chatsworth

11/16/2021 Docia Conley, Kadota Figs, Paradise Gift Shoppe 41



11/16/2021 Docia Conley, Kadota Figs, Paradise Gift Shoppe 42

Kadota Fig Farms and Docia A. Conley

• Jan 1926 – The 

Docia A. Conley 

Company buys a 2 

acre fig farm, and 

will erect a $10,000 

preserving plant at 

the Kadota Fig 

Farms.

1926-01-28 LA Daily News
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Kadota Fig Farms products by Docia A. Conley
• Jan 1927 - The 1926 crop of Kadota Fig 

Farms at Paradise Nook directed its 

distribution to the Chicago and New York 

Markets.

• One of the outputs of the Paradise Nook 

canneries is a five pound keg of spiced figs, 

2,000 of which were sent to eastern markets

• Another package from Paradise Nook is the 

“wee jar” designed for individual service.  

• The jar contains 3 figs, 40,000 of which 

were taken by buyers for the transcontinental 

railway lines dining car service.

• All from Kadota trees not yet three years old

1927-01-13 Los Angeles Daily News
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The Los Angeles Fig Cannery in Chatsworth

• Nov 1928 – The Los Angeles Fig Cannery in Chatsworth 

prepares 75 tons of figs in 38 days.

• 40 people were employed in operating the plant which is 

operated entirely by electricity, steam being used in cooking.

• Julius Fried is president of the Los Angeles Fig Cannery in 

Chatsworth.

1928-11-02 LA Fig Cannery Chatsworth 

The Van Nuys News
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Docia A. Conley, a member of the San 

Fernando Valley Music Association

• Docia Conley continues to be active in the 

community.

• 1929 – Docia is an officer of the San 

Fernando Valley Music Association, 

representing Chatsworth

• A recent music festival was held at Brand 

Park opposite the San Fernando Mission, 

which several thousand attended.

1929-06-01 LATimes
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The Docia A. Conley Story

Now to continue, that Original Story from the 1930 LA Times article: “In Chatsworth, she 

next converted part of the plant into a demonstration room and next to this room she 

planned a garden.  

Here a winding path of red brick leads through the lawn of the garden past a clump of 

native willows; cottonwoods and sycamores that shade a tiny pool filled with water lilies.  

Along the garden edges there are plantings of roses and on one side a grape arbor forms 

a background for a planting of scarlet sage.  

Fruit trees, including kumquats, apricots, avocados, tangerines and loquats, are placed in 

the background.  At the back of the garden there is a large pen, well shaded, containing a 

number of golden pheasants.  

A cage of love birds, a parrot, a peacock and two roller canaries add color and interest to 

this charming little spot.  There is also a little lath house filled with various flowering plants 

and shrubs in pots.  These potted plants are moved to the garden when they are in 

blossom, to be replaced in turn by others.  This makes possible a variety of color 

schemes for the garden throughout the year.”
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The Paradise Tea Room

• In 1928 The Van Nuys News advertises 

the Paradise Tea Room Dinner for $1.00.  

• This includes a menu of Paradise Salad, 

Stuffed Celery, Fried Chicken – Country 

Style, Fried New Zealand Rabbit, New 

Potatoes in Browned Parsley, Hot Biscuits, 

and Docia A. Conley’s Sweet Spiced Figs.  

• Desserts include Fig Soufflé, cake and 

pies.  

• Note:  Special luncheons are available on 

week days for 35 cents. 

1928-05-25 The 

Van Nuys News
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The Paradise Tea Room

• In 1932, as Los Angeles hosted the Olympic 

Games, buses were provided by the hosting 

committee to transport visitors to the San 

Fernando Valley.

• The first stop was the San Fernando Mission, 

and following this, an early California 

luncheon was served on the patio of the 

Docia Conley Tea Room in Chatsworth.  

• This was followed by a large reception and 

entertainment program at Rancho Sombra 

del Roble, estate of Mr. and Mrs. W.W. Orcutt 

near Chatsworth Lake.

Crop from

1932-08-04 The 

Van Nuys News
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• A 3½ by 6 inch, 12 page 

brochure booklet listed 

Gifts that could be 

purchased at the Paradise 

Shoppe”.

• The brochure was 

probably included with all 

shipments.

1930/40’s Brochure Booklet
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1930/40’s Brochure Booklet

• Outside pages
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• The first pages include a 

greeting to their many friends

• Gifts of 5 or 10lb kegs of 

Sweet Spiced Kadota Figs

• Rare delicacies of Assorted 

fruits

1930/40’s Brochure Booklet
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1930/40’s Brochure Booklet

• BASKET FIG PRODUCT – A 

well made basket packed with

• Sweet Spice Kadota Figs

• Kadota Fig Jam

• Candied Figs

• Candied Figs (Stuffed)

• Fig Pudding

• Fig Cookies
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1930/40’s Brochure Booklet

•Gift No. 44

• Imported Teapot and 6 cups, 

on an Imported Split Bamboo 

Garden Tray

•Tea bags, tea biscuits, fig 

cookies, candied fruits, 

napkins

•Everything to serve an 

afternoon tea in your garden, 

which is so much in vogue….
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1930/40’s Brochure Booklet

•Gift No. 43  Auto Reed Hamper, 

made in Europe, makes an 

ideal lunch hamper for Auto 

trips

•Napkins, plates, dishes for 

salad

•Sweet-Spiced Kadota Figs, 

Sweet-Spiced Watermelon, 

Luncheon Pickle, Fig Jam, 

Fig Cookies, Candied Figs, 

Candied Orange and 

Grapefruit Peel
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1930/40’s Brochure Booklet

Arrow points to 

Paradise Nook, on 

the south side of 

Devonshire Blvd 

west of DeSoto Ave
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The Docia A. Conley story

The Paradise Shoppe, 

circa 1960

Source: LAPL, Valley 

Times Collection

https://tessa.lapl.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/photos/id/41109/rec/8
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The Docia A. Conley story

Interior  of the 

Paradise Shoppe 

circa 1930/40’s

Source: 1930/40’s 

Brochure Booklet
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The Docia A. Conley story

Colorized 

Photo of the 

Paradise Gift 

Shoppe
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The Docia A. Conley story

Colorized 

Photo of the 

Paradise Gift 

Shoppe
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Docia A. Conley items on Display at CHS

Copper 

Stencils to 

mark Fig 

Barrels for 

private labeling

May Co.

Barker Bros.

J.W. Robinson
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Docia A. Conley items on Display at CHS
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Docia A. Conley items 

on Display at CHS

• An 80lb copper kettle for cooking jams 

and jellies

• Paddle for stirring

• Pans for transporting kettle jellies and 

jams to jars

• Timecard Rack

• To the left of the timecard rack, notice the 

watermelon peeler on the wall
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The Chenards inherit 

Docia A. Conley Co.

• The Conleys never had children.

• In 1941, Robert and Pheobe Chenard moved to 

Chatsworth.  

• In the 1920 Census, Robert Chenard lived in 

Huntington Park and was a manager in a Fruit 

Preserving Factory (probably Conley & Conley?)

• In 1922 the Chenards were married in the home of 

George and Docia Conley.

• The Conleys considered the Chenards family, and 

the business was turned over to the Chenards in 

1948. Docia passed away in 1949 and her husband 

George in 1952.  

George & Docia A. Conley May 1949
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The Chenards continue 

Docia A. Conley Co.

• The luncheons and teas 

were no longer served 

after Docia passed away, 

however the shop 

continued to ship its well 

known jellies, jams, figs 

and watermelon 

preserves all over the 

world.

• Robert did all the cooking 

(with help from his son 

Leonard), and Phoebe 

decorated, packaged and 

shipped.  

Phoebe Chenard 1930

Leonard and Robert in the Cannery early 1950
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• Phoebe continued to run the 

business by herself after 

Robert’s death in 1952.

• Phoebe’s son Leonard 

Chenard managed the 

company starting in 1964. 

The Chenards continue 

Docia A. Conley Co.

Above: Bird that would greet 

visitors.

Right: 1953 Len and Nephew 

Jeffrey with Sign on Devonshire
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The Chenards continue Docia A. Conley Co.

Left: Leonard 

Chenard picking figs.

Right: Pheobe

Chenard at 21032 

Devonshire 

Driveway  with 

Persian Kitten Mitzie
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The Chenards continue 

Docia A. Conley Co.

• In 1965, Leonard received a 

Community Service Award.

• He was recognized as one of the 

founders of the Chatsworth Jr. 

Baseball League,  one of the 

founders of the Chatsworth Youth 

Assoc., and has served as 

manager of the Chatsworth 

Center Bldg. for many years.

Source: LAPL, Valley Times Collection

Photo at right:

Joy, Beverly, Leonard, Jodi

https://tessa.lapl.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/photos/id/47445/rec/2
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The Chenards continue 

Docia A. Conley Co.

• 1968 – The annual Chatsworth Parade 

will be held on June 1st at 5:30pm.  The 

parade will march east from Vassar to 

Mason on Devonshire. 

• The reviewing stand will be at 21032 

Devonshire, the Paradise Gift Shoppe.

• Leonard Chenard is chairman of the 

parade subcommittee, sponsored by the 

Chatsworth Community Coordinating 

Council.

1968-05-21

The Van Nuys News
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The Chenards continue Docia A. Conley Co.

• Community Service was always a large part of the Chenard family legacy.   

• Phoebe and Leonard Chenard allowed the Chatsworth Business and Professional 

Women’s Club to hold the monthly canteen days for the Community Cares project at 

their shop on Devonshire St.  

• Beginning in 1967, packing days for boxes sent overseas to servicemen and 

women were held at the shop.  Mrs. Chenard also helped pack items in the 

boxes, collected and donated items and generally supported the project diligently.  

• Leonard also generously packed and shipped hundreds of books to be sent overseas 

by the Rotary Club.

• Leonard never stopped taking an active part in the community, and in 1989, he was 

honored as the Chatsworth Community Coordinating Council Citizen of the Year.
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The Chenards continue Docia A. Conley Co.

• In 1968, the Chatsworth 

Business and 

Professional Women’s 

Club honored Phoebe 

Chenard.   

• She had been the owner 

for 20 years and they 

celebrated the 50th year 

of Docia A. Conley Co.

1968-11-05 Valley News 

Phoebe in the Rose Garden at the 

Paradise Gift Shop
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Docia A. Conley Co. closes

• In 1979 the Paradise Gift shop closed and the land was developed.

• Over the years, the Gift Shop had provided a selection of items that could be shipped all 

over the world.  

• Roy Rogers had his own selection of jellies and jams produced by the Docia A. Conley 

brand.
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Docia A. Conley Co. Memories

• Interviews with long time Chatsworth residents include stories of seasonal jobs 

hauling large 50 lb. bags of sugar and stirring the large copper kettles of jams and 

jellies.  

• Lila Shepler mentioned that there were always jobs gift wrapping and packaging 

items to be shipped. 

• There has been mention of the 

annual watermelon events, where 

according to the Summers family you 

could eat all the watermelon you 

wanted, after the rinds were cut off to 

be pickled.

Left: 1946-11-22 Pasadena Star News

Right: 1942-07-30 Los Angeles Times
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• In 1979, Lenard Chenard donated the following items to 

the Chatsworth Historical Society (CHS)

– a 1926 wide-angle lens picture of the Kadota Fig 

Farms on Devonshire

– A 1930’s Docia Conley General Ledger

– Misc items

• In 2020, Charlene “Charlie” Vincent donated the following 

items to CHS

– A copper kettle used to prepare jams, jelly and sweet 

spicy Kadota figs, including the paddle and stand

– The Docia Conley timecard rack

– Copper stencils, numerous labels, misc.

Docia Conley donations to CHS on Display

Right: Frank (Ann’s brother) and Ray Vincent moving the copper 

kettle to the CHS museum

Note: The Vincents and Chenards were close family friends in 

the 60’s and 70’s.  When Docia Conley closed in 1979, Leonard 

gifted/sold some items to Charlie Vincent
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• Tract No. 7754 

was approved by 

the City Council 

in Feb 1924

• 148 acres, 

bordered by 

Germain on the 

north, Oklahoma 

on the east, 

Lemarsh on the 

South, 

Eton/Milwood/ 

San Jose/Variel

on the West


